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I   EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Given the socio-economic dynamics in BASIC countries and in order to facilitate a closer 

exchange of visions and experiences, three BASIC cities were chosen to be partners in the 

POCACITO project, two cities in ChinaτGuangyuan City in Sichuan Province and Xiamen in the 

south Fujian Provinceτand Aracaju in Brazil. Chinese activities were carried out by the Chinese 

Academy of Social Sciences (CASS) and activities in Brazil by MIND Brazil, a consultancy. We 

aimed for a mutual exchange of insights between the EU and emerging countries.  

Given the dynamics regarding low-carbon development in China, a stronger focus was laid on 

Chinese cities, and we identified several areas and initiatives where the EU can learn from 

experience made. In the Chinese case study cities we had meetings with stakeholders not only 

to share EU experiences but also to carry out vision building and back casting exercises based 

on the POCACITO method and experiences in EU cities. Our activities in Brazil were rather 

centred on sharing experiences with Brazilian stakeholders. Insights from Brazil and China 

entered our strategy paper, while Chinese experiences were also presented in a policy brief, a 

webinar and an upcoming publication. Insights from China and on technology transfer more 

generally were also considered in the POCACITO roadmap. Additional activities regarding 

know-how transfer comprise discussion and exchange of insights and know-how between 

several EU city indicators and CASS members as well as the participation of a representative 

member of CASS in the second study tour.  
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II   INTRODUCTION 

Given the socio-economic dynamics in BASIC countries, three BASIC cities were chosen as 

project partners for a closer exchange of visions and experiences: two cities in China, 

Guangyuan City in Sichuan Province and Xiamen in Fijuan Province, and the Brazilian city of 

Aracaju. In each city, meetings with city representatives were held. In China, the Chinese 

Academy for Social Sciences (CASS) facilitated the exchange with Guangyuan and Xiamen as a 

sub-contractor. For Sao Paulo, a local sub-contractor called MIND Brazil organised the 

meetings with Sao Paolo city representatives.  

In the following, a summary of activities that focused on mutual learning processes between 

the EU and emerging economies is presented.  

II.I TENDERING PROCEDURES 

For the Chinese sub-contractor, JR launched a tendering procedure and had at least three 

offers to select from. Likewise, for the Brazilian sub-contractor, INTELI launched a tendering 

procedure. JR selected the Chinese sub-contractor according to the following criteria: 

¶ The sub-ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘƻǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƳǳƭǘƛŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŀǊȅ ōȅ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴ ƭƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ th/!/L¢hΩǎ 

aim to reach a multitude of stakeholders throughout the project. 

¶ The sub-contractor will organise at least two local workshops in two Chinese cities and 

contribute to the engagement of local Chinese stakeholders. The work will consist of 

holding local meetings with city officials to promote best practice exchange and discuss 

the best practices identified during the POCACITO inventory of Urban Sustainability 

Initiatives and the assessment of case study cities, where innovative approaches for the 

transition towards post-carbon cities will be identified and existing sustainability 

initiatives in European cities will be assessed.   

¶ In order to further enhance the outreach of POCACITO, the sub-contractor will translate at 

least two policy briefs into Chinese (Mandarin). 

¶ The sub-contractor will contribute to a strategy paper focusing on how experiences from 

EU cities can contribute to development especially in non-EU emerging cities. 
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III   BRAZIL 

During a POCACITO workshop in Aracaju Brazil (see Annex III), good practices exemplified in 

the POCACITO case study cities as well as more theoretical approaches to assess post-carbon 

cities were shared with Brazilian municipalities. Over 50 stakeholders took part in the 

workshop organised by INTELI, Mind Brazil and the Federal Institute of Sergipe. 

Lb¢9[LΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ centred on the integrated assessment of case study cities, based on 

the environmental, economic and social key performance indicators defined within POCACITO. 

Moreover, smart and sustainable strategies and plans were discussed, with a specific focus on 

Lisbon, Barcelona and Copenhagen. The good practices available through the online 

άƳŀǊƪŜǘǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ ƛŘŜŀǎέ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛǾŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ 

that are being developed in Brazil to include in the database. 

A one-day study tour was organised, including a seminar and visits to some entities and 

organisations. 

In the seminar, several Brazilian and European good practices were presented in the area of 

sustainable and resilient cities. Site visits included the Operations Centre of Rio de Janeiro, 

Olabi Fab Lab and EDI ςEuropean Design Institute Rio. 

Operations Centre of Rio de Janeiro is an urban management platform that collects, integrates 

and analyses real-time information on events, such as weather, natural risks, traffic, etc. in 

order to support decision- and policy-making processes. This initiative is related to POCACITO 

ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ŀƴǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƻŘŜƭǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊǎΣ ǊŜƛƴŦƻǊŎƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ 

combating climate change. 

Olabi Fab Lab is a digital fabrication laboratory where low cost sensors and other equipment to 

measure indicators such as air pollution, temperature, noise, etc. are produced. The ƭŀōΩǎ 

activities are related to POCACITO because they enhance the adoption of low-carbon 

behaviours and sustainable lifestyles by citizens, contributing to the transition towards a post-

carbon city. 

95L ƛǎ wƛƻΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ 5ŜǎƛƎƴ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜΦ hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ ƳŜǘƘƻŘƻƭƻƎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜǎ ǘƻ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛn 

urban life. In fact, the definition of post-carbon futures requires the collective contribution of 

the population, companies, local governments and knowledge centres. 
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IV   CHINA 

IV.I STAKEHOLDER MEETINGS IN GUANGYANG AND 
XIAMEN 

The two case studies in China were Guangyang and Xiamen. Originally Beijing was planned to 

be the second case study city, but given that there are already several initiatives ongoing in 

Beijing and that Xiamen is in a process where it can strongly benefit from EU experiences, 

Xiamen was chosen. 

The case study research team from CASS visited Guangyang in January and June 2015. The city 

administration of Guangyang and the Municipal Low-carbon Development Bureau helped the 

research team to arrange stakeholder meetings, field trips and interviews. EU experiences 

were shared and a vision building and back casting exercise based on the POCACITO method 

was employed (see Annex I for details). In Xiamen stakeholder meetings, field trips and 

interviews were held during June 22-24 2016, also here lessons from EU low-carbon cities ware 

discussed and Chinese experiences were made available to European stakeholders. Also in 

Xiamen a vision building and back casting exercise was carried out (see Annex II for details). An 

additional visit to Xiamen was made in November 2016 to support data collection and to do 

further research related to a final POCACITO publication on China. 

IV.II WEBINAR 

A POCACITO webinar on urban development in Asia took place on 3 December 

2015 from 09:00 to 10:00 CET. In the webinar, Ying Chen, Senior Research Fellow and Deputy 

Director of Research Centre for Sustainable Development (RCSD), Chinese Academy of Social 

Sciences (CASS), spoke about "Low-carbon Pilot Cities in China: Taking Guangyuan as an 

Example" and Kathleen Dematera Contreras, Environment Researcher at Clean Air Asia, spoke 

about "Low-emission Initiatives in Philippine Cities". Overall, 23 people from 16 institutions 

participated in the webinar. 

Presentations are available online at the project website (http://pocacito.eu/blog/2015-12-

03/pocacito-webinar-low-carbon-urban-developments-asia)  

IV.III FACT SHEETS IN CHINESE 

Fifteen facts sheet (of the Marketplace for ideas) were translated into Chinese by IVL Beijing 

and distributed among Chinese stakeholders.  

http://pocacito.eu/sites/default/files/Presentation%20-%20Low-carbon%20pilot%20cities%20in%20China%20Taking%20Guangyuan%20as%20an%20example_0.pdf
http://pocacito.eu/sites/default/files/Presentation%20-%20Low-carbon%20pilot%20cities%20in%20China%20Taking%20Guangyuan%20as%20an%20example_0.pdf
http://pocacito.eu/sites/default/files/Presentation%20-%20Low-emission%20initiatives%20in%20Philippine%20cities_0.pdf
http://pocacito.eu/blog/2015-12-03/pocacito-webinar-low-carbon-urban-developments-asia
http://pocacito.eu/blog/2015-12-03/pocacito-webinar-low-carbon-urban-developments-asia
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Figure 1 Factsheet in Chinese 

IV.IV SCIENTIFIC COOPERATION AND 
PUBLICATIONS 

During the duration of the project a successful scientific cooperation between JR and CASS was 

established. CASS together with JR wrote the first POCACITO policy brief on  Low-Carbon 

Urban Development in China: Current Initiatives, Future Plans and First Lesson.  See: 

http://pocacito.eu/blog/2016-07-21/policy-brief-low-carbon-urban-development-china 

 

CASS also contributed to the POCACITO strategy paper: Sharing EU urban solution and 

technologies with Non-EU cities. 

In China there are no officially issued low-carbon city indicators, but some cities developed 

different kinds of indicators for performance evaluation. The indicators used in POCACITO are 

of great use for CASS to develop standardised indicators for China.  

Currently, an additional paper comprising cooperation and know-how transfer between EU 

cities and the Chinese city of Xiamen is being prepared by JR and CASS. This paper is aimed first 

to be a policy brief, then to be submitted in a peer-reviewed journal. Both, JR and CASS are 

currently discussing future project opportunities to continue the successful scientific 

cooperation. 

http://pocacito.eu/sites/default/files/PB%20No%201%20Low-Carbon%20China-final_0.pdf
http://pocacito.eu/sites/default/files/PB%20No%201%20Low-Carbon%20China-final_0.pdf
http://pocacito.eu/blog/2016-07-21/policy-brief-low-carbon-urban-development-china
http://pocacito.eu/content/sharing-eu-urban-solutions-and-technologies-non-eu-and-emerging-cities
http://pocacito.eu/content/sharing-eu-urban-solutions-and-technologies-non-eu-and-emerging-cities
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V   ANNEX I BRIEF REPORT ON STAKEHOLDER 
WORKSHOPS IN GUANG YUAN 

V.I  BACKGROUND OF CASE STUDY 

China launched low-carbon pilot projects as an important policy instruments to promote low-

carbon development. Up to now, Chinese government announced two batches of low-carbon 

pilot projects in July 2010 and in December 2012. The first batch involves five provinces 

(Guangdong, Liaoning, Hubei, Shaanxi and Yunnan) and eight cities (Tianjin, Chongqing, 

Shenzhen, Xiamen, Hangzhou, Nanchang, Guiyang and Baoding). The second batch includes 

the Hainan province and 28 cities (Beijing, Shanghai, Shijiazhuang, Qinhuangdao, Jincheng, 

Hunlunbeier, Jinlin, the Great Xingan mountain area, Suzhou, Huaian, Zhenjiang, Ningbo, 

Wenzhou, Chizhou, Nanping, Jingdezhen, Ganzhou, Qingdao, Jiyuan, Wuhan, Guangzhou, 

Guilin, Guangyuan, Zunyi, Kunming,Yanan, Jinchang and Urumqi).  

 

Guangyuan (GY) is located in north Sichuan Province, south-western China. It consists of 4 

counties and 3 districts, covering an area of 16,300 square kilometres with a total population 

of 3.14 million. 

 

GY belongs to the second batch of low-carbon pilot cities in China, and is the only one in 

Sichuan Province. The city is also known as an excellent tourist city, national forestry city and 

national sanitary city. GY was hit hard by an earthquake in 2008 resulting in a large number of 

casualties and severe economic losses. After the earthquake, GY developed rapidly. The GY 

mayor paid high attention to low-carbon city pilots and set up the Low-Carbon Bureau as the 

leading group who is responsible for low-carbon development. 

 

The Institute for Urban and Environmental Studies (IUE) of the Chinese Academy for Social 

Sciences (CASS) has worked with GY to promote low-carbon development since 2009, with 

support from WWF and other institutions. Since then, both sides have benefited from the 

cooperation relationship. IUE plans to continue to work with GY local government in 2016 to 

make GYΩǎ 13th Five Year Plan of Low-carbon Development (2016-2020) a success. 

V.II  WORKSHOP DATES AND LOCATIONS 

GY was selected as one of case studies in China for POCACITO. The stakeholder meetings took 

place on 17 June 2015 and during the field trips in March and June 2015, where lessons from 

EU low-carbon cities were discussed and Chinese experiences were shared with European 

stakeholders. 
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V.III PARTICIPANTS AND ACTIVITIES 

Prof. Dr. Ying Chen from IUE CASS is POCACITO Project China case study project leader. Ms. 

Fan Bai is her research assistant. Her colleague in IUE Prof. Guiyang Zhuang and his PhD 

student Mr. Zhenge Zhou also contributed to the case study.  

 

The case study research team visited GY in January and June 2015. GY Municipal Low-carbon 

Development Bureau helped them to arrange stakeholder meetings, field trips and interviews. 

Prof. Chen and Zhuang also met Mr. Yong Zhou, the Director of in Beijing for a discussion in 

August 2015. In 2016, more discussions focused on the 13th Five Year Plan of Low-carbon 

Development (2016-2020) in GY. 

Table 1 Agenda in GY 

 Activities 

Jan. 28 2015 
Wind power generation, biogas utilization and a Lithium-ion battery 

company 

Jan. 29 2015 Modern agricultural park and new style rural community 

Jan. 30 2015 Meeting with GY Municipal officials 

June 16 2015 
Low-carbon and harmonious community, public bicycle and green 

lane in GY 

June 17 2015 Meeting with GY Municipal officials and experts 

June 18 2015 Low-carbon tourism in Zengjia Forest Park in GY 
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(1) Low-carbon life initiative poster

 
(2) Low-carbon and harmonious community  

   

(3) Meeting with GY Municipal officials and experts 
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(4) Public bicycle service and green lane 

 

(5) Biogas utilization in rural area 

 

(6) New style rural community 




































